Myb p75 oncoprotein is expressed in developing otic and epibranchial placodes.
The c-myb proto-oncogene encodes a transcriptional regulatory protein which is highly conserved throughout evolution. Myb has been considered to be normally restricted to hematopoietic tissues, but there are indications that this might not always be the case. The present work shows the expression of a p75 Myb oncoprotein in the otic vesicle and epibranchial placodes of the early chick embryo. Expression was sequential and followed the same time course as the formation of placode-derived cranial ganglia. The results suggest a potential role for c-myb in regulation of placode development and neurogenesis.